The Final Five Contenders
Our goal is to bring people in our community together through the shared reading and
discussion of a common book. Our choices inspire rich discussion and community activities and
encourage young readers to participate through companion books and related activities. –- A
Program of The Friends of the Library

From the two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Underground Railroad and The
Nickel Boys, a gloriously entertaining novel of heists, shakedowns, and rip-offs set in
Harlem in the 1960s. Harlem Shuffle’s ingenious story plays out in a beautifully
recreated New York City of the early 1960s. It’s a family saga masquerading as a
crime novel, a hilarious morality play, a social novel about race and power, and
ultimately a love letter to Harlem. But mostly, it’s a joy to read, another dazzling
novel from the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-winning Colson Whitehead.
3.77 Goodreads
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In 1936, tucked deep into the woods of Troublesome Creek, KY, lives blue skinned 19-year-old Cussy Carter, the last living female of the rare Blue
People ancestry. The lonely young Appalachian woman joins the historical
Pack Horse Library Project of Kentucky and becomes a librarian, riding
across slippery creek beds and up treacherous mountains on her faithful mule
to deliver books and other reading material to the impoverished hill people
of Eastern Kentucky. She befriends hardscrabble and complex fellow
Kentuckians, and is fiercely determined to bring comfort and joy, instill
literacy, and give to those who have nothing, a bookly respite, a fleeting
retreat to faraway lands. Goodreads 4.23

In June 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the
warden of the work farm where he has just served a year for involuntary
manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently deceased, and the family farm
foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett’s intention is to pick up his eight-year-old brother
and head west where they can start their lives anew. But when the warden drives
away, Emmett discovers that two friends from the work farm have hidden themselves in
the trunk of the warden’s car. Together, they have hatched an altogether different
plan for Emmett’s future. Goodreads 4.5

Community events begin in January. Visit our website: www.twotownsonebook.org

In the summer of 1932, on the banks of Minnesota's Gilead River, the Lincoln
Indian Training School is a pitiless place where Native American children, forcibly
separated from their parents, are sent to be educated. It is also home to Odie
O’Banion, a lively orphan boy whose exploits constantly earn him the
superintendent’s wrath. Odie and his brother, Albert, are the only white faces
among the hundreds of Native American children at the school.
Over the course of one unforgettable summer, these four orphan vagabonds
journey into the unknown, crossing paths with others who are adrift, from
struggling farmers and traveling faith healers to displaced families and lost souls
of all kinds. With the feel of a modern classic, This Tender Land is an en-thralling,
bighearted epic that shows how the magnificent American landscape connects us
all, haunts our dreams, and makes us whole. Goodreads 4.49

Texas, 1934. Millions are out of work and a drought has broken the Great
Plains. Farmers are fighting to keep their land and their livelihoods as the crops
are failing, the water is drying up, and dust threatens to bury them all. One of
the darkest periods of the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl era, has arrived with
a vengeance.
In this uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Martinelli—like so many of her
neighbors—must make an agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or go
west, to California, in search of a better life. The Four Winds is an indelible
portrait of America and the American Dream, as seen through the eyes of one
indomitable woman whose courage and sacrifice will come to define a
generation. Goodreads 4.31
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Nightingale and The Great
Alone comes an epic novel of love and heroism and hope, set against the backdrop
of one of America’s most defining eras—the Great Depression.

Whether you have read one book or none, your vote is important!
Voting is open August 3rd – September 15th.
Vote at the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Library, the Halfmoon Farmer’s Market, or on-line. http://www.twotownsonebook.org . The
winner will be announced on September 26th.

